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1.  Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch.

Acts 8:26-40

 
2.  Jesus and the Samaritan woman.

John 4:1-42

 
3.  Ananias and Saul.  

Acts 9:10-20

 
"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your 
saints in Jerusalem.  And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your  
name."  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
name."  Acts 9:13-15

 
4.  Peter and Cornelius  

Acts 10:1-48

 
About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray.  He 
became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  He saw heaven 
opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners.  It contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air.  Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat."  "Surely 
not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean."  The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not 
call anything impure that God has made clean."  This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to 
heaven.

 
While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where Simon's house was 
and stopped at the gate.  They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter was staying there.

 
While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three men are looking for you.  So get up and 
go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent them."  Acts 10:9-20

 



RESPONSIVE READING

Acts 8:26-40

 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza." 
 

So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 
treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. 

 
This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of 
Isaiah the prophet.  The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."

 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand 
what you are reading?" Philip asked.  "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

 
The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before 
the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

 
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  Who can speak of his descendants?  For his life was taken 
from the earth."

 
The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"  Then 
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why 
shouldn't I be baptized?"  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. 

 
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on 
his way rejoicing.  

 
Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 
reached Caesarea.


